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G lorious show blooms along the city streets
H ere are small, hardy trees
favored by urban foresters
for pretty flowers, leaves

By Jim Chatfield
S pecial to the Beacon Journal

A ugust has come in like a lamb
here in Northeast Ohio continuing
our season of mild pleasant weather,
though the upcoming forecast looks
to bring in some of our first hot,
steamy days and nights of the
summer . 

I was reminded recently that like
politics , all weather is local, as
relatives from Seattle told of their
unusually hot summer in the Pacific
N orthwest , as I read about the severe
droughts in areas of T exas , a  s I
experienced sweaty, humid days
while giving talks in P rovidence , 
R.I., last week and as I visited Toledo
where once again the Maumee is dry
in spots and where they need more
rain . 

S peaking o  f Toledo , I gave a talk
o  n Wednesday on T rees of the
U rban U nderstory . H ere are a few of
the small landscape and street trees
featured . 
J apanese tree lilac (S yringa 
reticulata)

I recently surveyed a number of
urban foresters on their favorite
small urban trees for sites under
power lines and tree lilac was on
almost every list.

Th e creamy white flower
panicles are showy in June well after
shrub lilacs are already past
blooming and the floral effect is
striking . I admit some personal bias
against this 15- to 20 - foot tree as once
the blooms fade they turn a
brownish color that is ornamentally
unattractive for several weeks.
V irtually everyone disagrees with
my quibbles and heartily
recommends this tree and focuses on
its clean, dark - green , mildew - free 
foliage , the attractive cherry - like 

P lease see A lmanac , E2

R esurfacing cabinets is

a cheaper alternative

that can save money

and modernize kitchen
By Mar  y Beth Breckenridge

B eacon J ournal staff writer

We’v e been pinching our
pennies so much that Abe is
complaining of bruises.

In this sluggish economy, it’s
tough to come up with the cash
for home fix-u p s. H arvard 
U niversity ’ s J oint C enter for
H ousing S tudies predicted in
J uly that spending on home
improvements would continue
its downward trend into early
2010 , with each of the next
several quarters showing a
decline of around 11 percent over
the course of the year ending
with that quarter.

Ye t maintaining the value of
our homes is a money - smart 
move in the long run.

So w e’v e searched out a few
cheaper alternatives for big-
ticket home improvements.
Th e y’r e projects that will give
your home an aesthetic boost for
less money than traditional
methods . 

T hat way , you ’ ll still have
pennies left to pinch.

R eface cabinets
Ne w cabinets can gobble up a

big part of the budget for a
kitchen remodeling. But if your
existing cabinets are in decent
shape and you’r e happy with the
room ’ s layout , refacing the
cabinets can give you an updated
look at a lower cost.

P lease see Ho m e, E3

T ime - saving tips
speed cleaning

No time to clean? Tom Kraeutler
of Th e M oney Pi t, a home-
improvement radio show, offers
these time - saving solutions : 

• Use old socks as mitts for
dusting woodwork or blinds.
( K raeutler recommends throwing
them out when you’r e done , but
what ’ s so hard about tossing them
into the laundry?)

• When possible, wash surfaces
with mild soapy water instead of
dusting , because dirt doesn’t cling as
easily to clean surfaces.

• Use a grout and tile restorer to
remove hard - water stains , soap scum
and mineral deposits in the
bathroom . Be sure to rinse after use.

A few brands are K aboom , 
R estore 4 and T orpedo . Yo u can buy
them online if you can’t find them in
a store.

• Remove water spots on stainless
steel sinks and appliances with
rubbing alcohol.

– Mar  y Beth Breckenridge
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T erry M urray , a carpenter with American Wood Reface of C opley , works on refacing kitchen cabinetry in Granger T ownship .

JAMES CHATFIELD / S pecial to the Beacon Journal

E xcalibur crab apple trees are semi - dwarfs , will work in any landscape,
have attractive disease - resistant foliage , lovely flowers and tiny fruits.

H elden F iles : D ance judges take issue with winners. E4 S oap updates . E4

C arpenter T erry M urray uses a sander as he works on refacing kitchen cabinets .

T ake N ote : V et to open low - cost clinic for pets in North C anton . C onservation group seeks A merica ’ s biggest trees. E2

E

Ki d s’ K rafts 
C hildren can hone their racing
skills with a stick horse they
can make at home.
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