Kids’ Krafts

Children can hone their racing
skills with a stick horse they
can make at home.
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MIKE CARDEW/Akron Beacon Journal photos
Terry Murray, a carpenter with American Wood Reface of Copley, works on refacing kitchen cabinetry in Granger Township.

HOME FIX-UPS
FOR THRIFTY FO

Resurfacing cabinets is

a cheaper alternative

that can save money

and modernize kitchen
By Mary Beth Breckenridge So we’ve searched out a few
Beacon Journal staff writer cheaper alternatives for big-
We’ve been pinching our ticket home improvements.
pennies so much that Abe is They’re projects that will give
complaining of bruises. our home an aesthetic boost for
In this sluggish economy, it’s esstlrlncc)lrsley than traditional
tough to come up with the cash methods.
for home fix-ups. Harvard That way, you’ll still have
University’s Joint Center for pennies left to pinch.
Housing Studies predicted in .
July that spending on home Reface cabinets
improvements would continue New cabinets can gobble up a
its downward trend into early big part of the budget for a

2010, with each of the next
several quarters showing a
decline of around 1l percent over
the course of the year ending
with that quarter.

Yet maintaining the value of
our homes is a money-smart
move in the long run.

kitchen remodeling. But if your
existing cabinets are in decent
shape and you're happy with the
room’s layout, refacing the
cabinets can give you an updated
look at a lower cost.

Please see Home, E3

Carpenter Terry Murray uses a sander as he works on refacing kitchen cabinets.
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Paint cabinets, replace

hinges to save money

Continped from Pags E1
P.Et'a.v;'h cabinets

%mmﬂm

such == plastic

hninate.wc-:-dvmaer-zta:-lii
wiood. While you cam't
the basic layont of the cabinets a
contractor can make sorme
modifications such a8 adding or
removing cupboards or
shortening the cabinet above a
stove to accommodate a
ﬂmmﬁmﬂdﬂ}mm

mﬂfmnfﬂmaﬂcan

e e,
L L
matalling new cabinets. A typical
kitchen with 30 drawers

dioor fromts costs aronnd £7 500,
he said.

Bathroom vanities and other
cabinets can be refaced, too.

The work takes about a weel,
Hicks said. The homeosner
nmeeds to ernpty the cabimets frst,
becmee the work generates
some dust.

Mos cabinets are good
candidates fior refacing, he said,
expecially cabinets in older
homes that wrere built on site.

:ﬁt-ewon;m&rj.mtm“ﬂa
pretty rare.” he said.
An even alte mative
is painting the cabinets and
cabinet pulls and
noted Torm Winemiller,
dent of Hoffiman's Ace
ware, which has stores in
Morton, Coventry Township and
the Ellet area of O
T reabural wood
s with a product that
revives the finish without

Procucts’ Bestor-4-Finish;
another brand is Formby's
Furnitore Face Lift.
Make over adeck

& Decks don't always ag;e:iﬂ.
ver tirme, wiood can warp, split
or othersise deteriorate,

st ipes o A ok iy "”éﬁmbe

a-:-m:l.lnﬂ:atcss&.!t’a

to replace just the floonng E:I:!d.
railings ard give the decknewr

Cut project cost by being helper

Here's aclever
COgts0n ap

oot
improvement project: A=k -
project:
Eﬁhethﬂthe?ﬁmpg:mﬂﬂ
yonasa or
laborer,

Dhavid Beam of Midwrest
Contractors in
Mﬂmﬂlw Hed uhaa;ed

ma ts.
Beam said the e
bemefits the homeonwner by
reducing the cost of the
work, and it benefits the
contractor bacamse he orshe
doesn't kave to hire a laborer,
especially fora smaller job
theat t oot ke worth a foll
day’a pay.
He the
homeowne s unskilled tasks
guch as demolition, painting,
cleamip and moving

life at less cost than rebuilding.
Havinga contractor sproce
up an existing deck will save &=
much as 3} percent over the cost
of having an entire new deck
bmilt, aceording to estimeates
from Trex Co., which makes
ra:'}n;legd?iu%ﬁa]aid wiood.
tic and wraste
I:h:- the: lmtmul&.rnumlimdthe
b twdce that, the
mm;ﬂn;aa;rs.
Trex recommmends i
the deck to make sure it"s
&t soumd and meets
lozal codes, Then
remove the old decling and
railing, lea the frarmenwork
ﬂtaﬁ,ud with newr

Ifmwﬂ: FOO can npgrade
pressnre-treated wood to a
cﬁmﬂeprcdncmrahigtﬂ
-registant humber
md:ucadarhﬁdnnﬁurm
exotc wood t expect
to pay moTe. GDI-EJJ.&DE-M‘E
Web site, for exarnple, a 15-foot,
treated board costs
L[2.47; the same of Trex
Accents deckdng is
Glamorize your enfry
W ong may miot be the tirme for
adding afmntmﬁ-:nmhnrpmﬂm
bt yon can iffup your
fromt entry to to Fonr
hiomme"s curb appeal and
weloome gnests instyle.
Architechiral accents made of
lightweight molded materials
make it murprsingby exsy for a
dio-it rtoenhance a
home meﬂnr.mi:lEaﬂ:uj
Zapnk.aupcke
uianamﬂvemdll

that

materials. Projects that
required gleills, such
a5 electrical work or

The homeowner generally
neads to be available durng
the day, he moted.

Comest metion oompanies
that are open to
o hiﬂnE
ermaller op heﬂ-:L
When you're to hire
acomiractor, just a.ak'l.rhetiler
such an

p-cdﬂehemggutei

elements of urethame. Thosa
a0 cents arer’t necessanly
cheaper than tradi tioral
miillvrork, she said, bat yonL
sl s e it
o gavea ImonEy
ard firme on long-term
Ereuiucs am meather mnd bug
ncts are weather- -
resistant, and they won't mob or

"Phe products are tygicall
insta ﬂ:anad]:emar?:l
fmtglfhmnalla,a:mnr
masonry fasteners. Flanking
vour fromt door with pilaste s
ared topping it with a pediment
might cost you in the
ghiborhond of $300 to § L0
depending on the styles yon
chicoes,

Yo can almpf;;l -:'-:-lu.thnn
Wraps to cover parc
althuug%al prices ranging

oS8Tt min-:-t an
inexpensive purchase, nts
are Emilnble forindooruse &
well inc moldings and
cedling OCEL

Mawy Beth B reskon i dge can be meched &% 380-
EEE-3 708 o mbreckenEth sheson i jounal com






